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When subjected to Opitz'z conditions, the oxazabicyclo-octene (2a) was converted into the 

sulphonamide (&) (37%yieldafter recrystallisation). Presumably, the sulphene (8) is implicated 

in the formation of the compounds (6a) and (6~). A consequence of this interpretation is that 

the species (7) and (8) discriminate between the alcohol and amino functionsoftheoxazabicyclo- 
rC - 

octene (2a) in an opposite manner- In principle, the (methanesulphonyl)methanesulphonylationof 

the alcohol function of the compound (2a) is reversible. However, since the oxazabicyclo-octane 

k2a) was recovered unchanged when left in dichloromethane with the sulphonate (10) and triethy- 
#X.- 

lamine, we consider that the reactions leading to the compounds (6a) and (6~) are under 

kinetic control. Evidently, the alcohol function of the compound (2a) reacts more readily with 

sulphene (7) whereas its amino group preferentially attacks the sulphene (8). 
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